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SUBJECT: ROMANIAN DISSIDENTS: BAPTISTS 

REF: BUCHAREST 2803 

1 . DPA, AP, REUTER AND KNA ITEMS DATELINED ZURICH REPORT 

THAT SIX ROMANIAN BELIEVERS WERE ARRESTED IN CONNECTION WITH 
RFE BROADCAST OF "APRIL 3 OR EARLIER" OF ROMANIAN BAPTIST 
DISSIDENT TON'S DOCUMENT (REFTEL). ITEMS INDICATE THAT ARRESTS 
TOOK PLACE APRIL 3 AFTER RFE HAD BROADCAST 28 PAGE DOCUMENT 
CONTAINING DETAILS OF ABOUT 100 CASES OF RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION 
IN ROMANIA. SOURCE OF THIS INFORMATION IS ZURICH-BASED ORGANIZATION 
"GLAUBE IN DER ZWEITEN WELT" (RELIGION IN THESECOND WORLD), 

WHICH IS SAID TO HAVE ACQUIRED INFORMATION FROM SOURCES IN 
ROMANIA. 

2. FOR PRESENT, RFE BROADCASTS ARE NOT REPEAT NOT MENTIONING 
ALLEGED CONNECTION BETWEEN THESE ARRESTS AND RFE BROADCAST 
OF TON'S DOCUMENT APRIL 2. RFE MANAGEMENT NOTES THAT ALL 
ITEMS COME FROM ZURICH AND SEEM TO BE BASED ON A SINGLE SOURCE. 
MANAGEMENT DOES NOT REPEAT NOT WANT TO BROADCAST POSSIBLY 
ERRONEOUS INFORMATION ON THIS SENSITIVE POINT. 
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3. "WASHINGTON POST" HAS ASKED RFE/RL HEADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON 
TO COMMENT ON INFORMATION "GLAUBE IN DER ZWEITEN WELT" HAS 
DISSEMINATED ABOUT THE SIX. RFE/RL MANAGEMENT HERE WILL 
RECOMMEND THAT RFE/RL HEADQUARTERS ACKNOWLEDGE FACT THAT RFE 
BROADCAST TON'S DOCUMENT. 
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4. BEGIN FYI: RFE MANAGEMENT HAS ADVISED CONGEN THAT ON APRIL 
7 YOUNG ENGLISHMAN RESIDENT IN SALZBURG INFORMED RFE HE HAD 
JUST RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL FROM ROMANIA REPORTING THAT THE 
SIX HAD BEEN RELEASED FROM DETENTION AND DID NOT REPEAT NOT 
WANT RFE TO BROADCAST ANYTHING FURTHER ABOUT THEIR ACTIVITIES. 

RFE HAS COMPLIED WITH THIS REQUEST. END FYI. 

5. RFE MANAGEMENT'S DECISION TO BROADCAST TON'S DOCUMENT WAS 
IN NO REPEAT NO WAY UNUSUAL. THE DOCUMENT WAS IN PUBLIC DOMAIN 
IN WEST AND BORE EARMARKS OF SERIOUS, RESPONSIBLE EFFORT. 

6. GIVEN HEIGHTENED WESTERN INTEREST IN HUMAN RIGHTS, FORTHCOMING 
BELGRADE FOLLOW-UP CONFERENCE, AND INTEREST BAPTISTS IN WEST 
ARE LIKELY TO TAKE IN THEIR ROMANIAN CORELIGIONISTS, CASE OF 

TON ET AL HAS POTENTIAL OF PRODUCING CONSIDERABLE INDIGNATION IN 
WEST. CONGEN HAS LEARNED FROM RFE THAT REVEREND MICHAEL BOURDEAUX 
(SP), ENGLISHMAN WHO IS PRINCIPAL OF KESTON COLLEGE, KENT. 

ENGLAND. ORGANIZATION WHICH HAS SPECIALIZED IN EXPOSING RELIGIOUS 
PERSECUTION IN USSR. IS INTERESTED IN TON CASE. BOURDEAUX IS 
TO TRAVEL TO U.S. IN TWO DAYS WHERE HE PLANS TO RAISE THIS 
CASE WITH AMERICAN RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS. 
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